
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

Fighting in Al Bayda and Ibb 

Governorates has had 

limited humanitarian impact. 

Majority of local communities 

in Shabwah say that living 

conditions have deteriorated 

over the last year. 

Cases of acute malnutrition 

have dropped by 16 per cent 

and of severe acute 

malnutrition by 40 per cent in 

some governorates.  

215 people have died at sea 

in 2014, trying to reach 

Yemen from the Horn of 

Africa. 

People in need 
of humanitarian 
aid 

14.7 m 

Food insecure 
people 

10.6 m 

People without 
access to safe 
water and 
sanitation 

13.1 m 

People without 
access to 
adequate health 
care 

8.6 m 

Acutely 
malnourished 
children 

840,000 

Sources: UNHCR, WFP, OCHA, 
WHO, UNICEF 

596 million  
requested (US$) 

 

52% funded 
 

Fighting erupts in Al Bayda and Ibb 
Impact of fighting on civilian population believed to be limited 

Fighting between Al Houthis and Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) as well as 
tribal militants, erupted in Al Bayda (Rada‟ and Wald Rabi‟ Districts) and Ibb (Ibb City and 
Yarim District) Governorates in mid-October. By the end of the month, Al Houthis or 
groups affiliated with 
them had reportedly 
taken control of most of 
Ibb Governorate and 
Rada‟ District in Al 
Bayda Governorate. 
Humanitarian presence 
has historically been 
very limited in these 
areas, mainly due to 
security concerns, 
including an active 
presence of AQAP. As 
of 31 October, a truce 
in Ibb Governorate was 
largely holding, but 
fierce clashes 
continued in Al Bayda.  

According to 2014 
population estimates 
from before the fighting 
began, 312,037 people live in the most affected districts, while 318,761 people live in Ibb 
City. Unconfirmed reports indicate only limited displacement as a result of the violence, 
including 30 families who fled their homes in Rada‟ and an unknown number of families in 
Ibb. However, these estimates should be treated with caution, given limited access to the 
affected areas.  

Fighting in Al Bayda and Ibb has disrupted education through school closures due to 
security concerns.  Authorities in Ibb temporarily closed 169 schools serving 92,000 
students in Yarim District and Ibb City, re-opening them a week later. In Al Bayda, 11 
schools in Rada' remained closed as of 31 October, leaving 6,000 students out of class. 
Conflict also briefly closed the main road linking north and south Yemen, but the impact of 
the temporary closure was limited.   

Limited humanitarian needs following recent fighting in Sana’a  

Informal reports from humanitarian partners indicate that clashes in Sana‟a that ended on 
21 September caused only very limited humanitarian needs. Calm has returned to the 
city, although security incidents – including a suicide bombing that killed scores of Al 

 

Map of Yemen showing Al Bayda and Ibb Governorates 

 
Map: UNOCHA 

Limited humanitarian impact of fighting P.1 

Living standards in Shabwah declining P.2 

Decline in acute malnutrition cases P.3 

Deadly year for migrants at sea P.4 

Plight of „muhamasheen‟ people P.4 

 

WFP 

Humanitarian Bulletin 
Yemen 

Issue 32 | 9 October - 5 November 2014 



Yemen Humanitarian Bulletin | 2 
 
 

 

http://yemen.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

Houthi demonstrators in Sana‟a on 9 October – continue to be reported. Families that fled 
conflict areas have reportedly returned home and schools have re-opened.    

Although immediate humanitarian needs were limited in the wake of fighting in the capital, 
serious concerns about protection of civilians and safeguarding civilian infrastructure 
quickly emerged. Incidents of grave violations 
against children were recorded in Sana‟a City 
and Sana‟a and Amran Governorates during the 
recent conflict, reaffirming concerns about the 
need for increased protection of children in 
Yemen. In Sana‟a City, 17 such incidents were 
documented in September. Sixteen boys were 
recruited and used by parties to conflict, while 
one was abducted during September. 

Civilian infrastructure was also affected by 
conflict in Sana‟a. Two hospitals were damaged 
during the fighting. UNICEF found that four 
schools were severely damaged, 20 moderately 
damaged and 27 had debris that needed 
cleaning up before classes could resume. 10 
schools were used for military purposes during 
the fighting but have since been vacated. During 
earlier rounds of conflict in Amran Governorate, 62 schools were affected, including 31 
that hosted IDPs, disrupting schooling for 7,257 children (4,809 boys and 2,448 girls). 
The schools were later opened, but 24 of them needed rehabilitation.  

Deteriorating living conditions in Shabwah 
Conflict and rising fuel and commodity prices have worsened the situation 

According to the first inter-agency assessment in Shabwah Governorate since a 
Government campaign against AQAP ended in May, living conditions have deteriorated 
significantly since last year, mainly as a result of the recent conflict and rising prices of 
basic goods, including food.  Assessed communities indicated that their top three 
priorities were greater security, better health care and improved access to education, 
although these priorities differed somewhat by individual locations. By a large margin, 
communities also identified food, water, sanitation and livelihoods as serious problems. 

Half of respondents said 
members of their communities 
were displaced during the recent 
conflict, with two-thirds indicating 
that people who were displaced 
had experienced displacement 
before. Repeated displacement 
often weakens coping 
mechanisms.  

Partners organized this 
assessment to support 
programme development in 
Shabwah, where many partners 
had struggled to implement 
projects due to widespread Al 
Qaeda presence. Results will 
inform project proposals and new 
activities by humanitarian partners 
in the coming months.  

 

Effect of recent conflict on schools in 
Sana’a City. 

Source: UNICEF 

Main causes of deteriorated living conditions in Shabwah 
Governorate 
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During recent fighting in 

Sana’a, 24 schools were 

damaged and 10 were 

used for military 

purposes by armed 
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Humanitarian partners 

need to urgently scale 

up programmes in 

Shabwah where needs 

have increased  

Population 
(Yemen Statistical 
year book, 2011) 

25.2 m 

GDP per capita  
(World Bank, 2010 
est.) 

$1,209 

% population living 
under poverty line 
(World Bank, 2010) 

54.4% 

Life expectancy 
(2010 est.) 
(SOWC2012) 

64 
years 

Under- five mortality 
(2010 est.) 
(SOWC2012) 

77/1000 

Under-five global 
acute malnutrition 
rate (2010 est.) 
(SOWC2012) 

15% 

Number of children 
under 18 
(UNDP,2010) 

12.4 m 

Child labour rate 
(5 – 17 years) 
(ILO, 2013) 
 

17% 
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Decline in acute malnutrition cases in several 
governorates  
Nationwide, number of malnourished children has dropped by 16 per cent  

The number of acutely malnourished children under the age of 5 has reduced from an 
estimated one million at the end of last year to just over 840,000, according to the 
Nutrition Cluster. In the same period, the number of severely acutely malnourished 
children declined from 279,000 to about 170,000. This is a reduction of 16 per cent in 
acute malnutrition and of almost 40 per cent in severe acute malnutrition. However, the 
number of acute malnourished children in Yemen still remains very high. 

The improvement, according to 
the Cluster, is to some extent 
attributed to interventions by 
humanitarian partners in several 
governorates over the last one 
and a half years and to improved 
estimation of caseloads using up 
to date survey findings. 
According to the 2014 
Comprehensive Food Security 
Survey, improvement was 
recorded in Abyan, Aden and 
Raymah which used to have 
critical levels of malnutrition 
(global acute malnutrition (GAM) 
>=15 per cent), but now have between 10-14.9 per cent GAM (serious level). In Sa‟ada 
and Al Jawf, more precise estimation shows a smaller caseload than previously thought 
anticipated. Until recently, there was no standard nutrition survey data for Sa‟ada and Al 
Jawf and estimates were based on acute malnutrition rates in the most critically affected 
proximate governorate, Al Hudaydah.  

Overall, the scale-up of nutrition interventions has started to pay off in areas where there 
has been better coverage and sustained service provision. In September, for example, 
33,167 people were enrolled in malnutrition treatment programmes, including 22,800 
children suffering from moderate acute malnutrition who were enrolled in supplementary 
feeding programmes. Humanitarian partners believe that in order to consolidate the gains 
made so far, it is necessary to scale up more comprehensive curative and preventative 
nutrition interventions across highly vulnerable governorates.   

High improvement recorded in Al Hudaydah and Lahj 

SMART nutrition surveys in Al Hudaydah and 
some parts of Lahj show a significant 
reduction (6.2 - 13 percentage points) in the 
proportion of acutely malnourished children 
since 2013, although the rates are still at 
critical level. Al Hudaydah contributes a 
quarter of the national malnutrition caseload, 
but the number of acutely malnourished 
children has dropped by up to 40 per cent 
since last year. Reports from nutrition 
treatment programmes show that admission 
rates have improved and humanitarian 
partners believe they are on track to achieve 
their targets for 2014.    

In Lahj, survey results show that the GAM rate has dropped from 23 per cent to 17.2 per 
cent in the lowlands and from 14.3 per cent to 7.1 per cent in the highlands, while severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM) dropped from 4.5 per cent to 0.5 per cent in the lowlands and 

 
A malnourished Yemeni boy receiving nutritious supplementary food. IRY 

Changes in malnutrition levels in Lahj 

 
Source: Nutrition Cluster  

Nutrition interventions 

have started to pay off 

as demonstrated by a 

drop in numbers of acute 

malnourished children 
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From Saudi Arabia to Yemen: the 
vulnerability of expelled work 
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Commission)  
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from 2.8 per cent to 0.6 per cent in the highlands, respectively. Treatment of acute 
malnutrition has been going on for one and a half years in the governorate.  

Deadliest year for migrants and asylum 
seekers coming to Yemen 
Boats are often overcrowded and risky 

More migrants and asylum-seekers from the Horn of Africa have died at sea in 2014 than 
in the last three years combined, according to UNHCR.  

On 2 October, 64 migrants and 
three traffickers died when their 
vessel, sailing from Somalia, 
sank in the Gulf of Aden. By 17 
October, five more people had 
died, bringing the total deaths in 
2014 to 215 and exceeding the 
combined toll for the last three 
years of 179 people.  

According to UNHCR, boats 
carrying people from the Horn of 
Africa to Yemen are often 
overcrowded. Sometimes, 
traffickers throw passengers 
overboard to prevent capsizing or 
to avoid detection. In September, UNHCR registered 12,768 new arrivals in Yemen, 
bringing to 61,224 the total arrivals. This is a spike in the number of migrants and 
refugees compared to previous months. On 13 October, UNHCR discussed with the 
Government an action plan for strengthening capacity for rescue at sea and for initial 
reception, screening and referral of migrants/asylum-seekers from the Horn of Africa. 

Survey highlights social exclusion of 
„muhamasheen‟ community in Taizz 

Muhamasheen children less likely to access formal education 

About 10 per cent of Yemenis are believed to be “muhamasheen” – a historically 
marginalized group that often faces discrimination due to widespread perceptions within 
Yemeni society that they are descended from servants. In Taizz Governorate, only nine 
per cent of muhamasheen families have piped water in their homes compared to 29 per 
cent of the general population, and only 39 per cent of muhamasheen children aged 6–17 
years attend school, compared to the 
national average of 69 per cent.  

The Muhamasheen Mapping Survey 
in Taizz was organized by UNICEF, 
the Social Welfare Fund (SWF) and 
Interaction for Development, a local 
research institution. It covered 9,160 
muhamasheen households (51,406 
people) in Taizz. The findings show 
that muhamasheen children are less 
likely to access education compared 
to other children. Only 40.2 per cent 
of the boys are enrolled in school 
compared to 74 per cent of their 
peers; and only 37 per cent of the 
girls are in school compared to 62 per cent of non-muhamasheen girls.  

 
A sick migrant from the Horn of Africa receiving medical treatment at a 
reception centre in Sana‟a. UNOCHA 

 
Muhamasheen women begging on a street in Sana‟a. UNOCHA 
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For further information, please contact:  
Trond Jensen, Head of Office, OCHA Yemen, jensen8@un.org, Tel. (+967) 712 222 207 
Erich Ogoso, Public Information and Advocacy Officer, OCHA Yemen, ogoso@un.org, Tel. (+967) 712 222 831  
Signe Jepsen, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA New York, jepsen@un.org, Tel. +1 (917) 367 2334  
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at yemen.humanitarianresponse.info | www.reliefweb.int 

Survey provides a basis for social protection programmes 

The survey, according to UNICEF, provides a basis for an integrated package of social 
protection interventions including provision of basic services and cash transfer 
programmes by the SWF. In 
collaboration with the SWF and 
Alamal Microfinance Bank, a 
programme is being introduced 
to enable 20,000 mothers with 
children between 10-17 years 
of age to open savings 
accounts. The SWF will 
empower muhamasheen 
communities to access basic 
social and protection services. 
About 30 per cent of Yemeni 
households benefit from SWF 
cash transfer programmes. However, more than 80 per cent of muhamasheen people do 
not receive cash transfers, despite being amongst the most vulnerable.  

In brief 
ERF funding to address urgent needs in Al Jawf and Amran  

Relative calm in Al Jawf and Amran Governorates has allowed humanitarian partners to 
increase assistance to people in need. To meet 
urgent needs that resulted from earlier conflict, 
the Emergency Response Fund (ERF), which is 
managed by OCHA, funded 10 projects between 
August and September in the two governorates. 
The projects are being implemented by national 
and international NGOs along with UN partners, 
to provide health care, food assistance and relief 
items, as well as support strengthening of coping 
mechanisms for victims of conflict and advocacy 
on human rights.  

Protecting Syrians fleeing to Yemen 

At least 2,000 Syrians fleeing violence in their home country have been registered by 
UNHCR in Yemen since August. To allow them to access services that are available for 
other refugees, including education, health care, community services and livelihoods 
support, UNHCR and the Yemeni Government have started issuing temporary protection 
status certificates to the Syrians. The total number of Syrians in Yemen is estimated to be 
more than 10,000. 

Humanitarian partners scaling up response in Sa’ada 

Humanitarian partners in Sa‟ada have increased their operations in the governorate as a 
result of improved access. At least 18 humanitarian partners, including UN, international 
and national NGOs, operate in Sa‟ada. In response to protection concerns, for example, 
300 members of community-based child protection committees have been formed in all 
the 15 districts, and over 5,000 people (1,300 girls, 988 women, 1,620 boys and 1,074 
men) have been trained on protection issues. Humanitarian partners have also delivered 
health services, educational support and food assistance to thousands of people in need. 

Selected indicators from Muhamasheen Mapping Survey  

 

Source: Muhamasheen Mapping Survey. 

ERF project allocations (in US$) in August 
and September 2014 

 
Source: UNOCHA 
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